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President’s Update 

Hola from Ecuador.  I’m enjoying my stay here 
and it sure is a change of pace from Silver Lake.  
It rains all the time, about 40 feet per year; that’s 
right, I said feet.  The temperature is consistently 
between the 50’s and 70’s and I have yet to wear 
long pants or shoes.  Needless to say, the 
humidity is a killer.  Fortunately, the lake doesn’t 
have nearly as many strange insects, eerie 
sounds, and venomous snakes, thank God. 

For those of you who were at the July 4th general 
meeting, you got to meet our new Permit 
Administrator, Megan Mullowney.  She appeared 
to be very appreciative of our past, cooperative, 
working relationship; she was easily 
approachable; and, she and her associate even 
joined us at the social.  It always makes our lives 
so much easier when we have people like Megan 
to work with. 

I personally want to thank Rich Jenness, Gerry 
Wood and Erik Foraker for their willingness to 
serve another term on the board.  They are all 
great contributors. 

I’d like to remind everyone that your SLHOA 
Board serves voluntarily.  We, like you, want to 
enjoy all that the lake has to offer.  If you have a 
concern, please consider our time and lives as 
well.  Would it be possible to express your 
concern via email?  The current board members 
and their email addresses are listed on the last 
page of this newsletter.   

 

We are actively seeking another newsletter 
editor.  Barb Andrews has done a fantastic job so 
far, but she has taken on way too much since 
joining the board last year.  With all the talent we 
have within the association, surely someone can 
step up and put out the newsletter twice each 
year.  How about one of you younger members 
stepping up to the plate?  Please contact me or 
Barb Andrews if you’re interested in this position. 

I also want to thank the Cutler/Case (#40) and the 
Carlsen (#10) cabins for hosting this year’s 
socials.  Both events were highly successful.  
Unfortunately, the socials for next summer are in 
doubt.  There are some cabins who have done 
more than their fair share; the Barkers, McNanys, 
and Sears host the Frisbee golf tournament on a 
rotating basis every three years, while the 
Wheelers host the sailing regatta every year.  
Could you take a turn hosting a social and allow 
us to view the lake from your perspective?  

At last report, Mark is still at the lake.  There was 
some snow a few weeks back, but its mild 
weather again.  Everything I hear indicates 
another El Niño winter is on the way so let’s hope 
and pray that the forecasters are right and we get 
some welcome relief from our endless drought. 

I hope you all have a wonderful winter and 
prosperous new year.   

Until next season, vaya con Dios! 

Alan Siemer 
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Volunteer SLHOA Trail 
Crew Day 
A SLHOA volunteer trail crew met on 
Saturday, September 5th at the Caribou 
Wilderness trailhead at Caribou Lake, 
and worked with USFS contractor, 
Franc Giustino, on clearing and 
repairing the trail from the Caribou 
Wilderness trailhead to the cliff near 
Cowboy Falls.  The volunteers worked 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 
included Richard Jenness, Scott 
Carroll, Chandra Stevens, Bill Cady, 
Alison Davis, Martha Davis, Barb 
Andrews, and Dick Emmons.  Franc 
had two seasonal contractors with him 
as well, Luke and Eddie.  The crew did 
a great job and removed many trees 
that had fallen across the trail during 
the February wind storm this year.   

Barb is registered with the USFS as the 
volunteer representative for the 
SLHOA.  The SLHOA can coordinate a 
volunteer crew each year without 
continually registering with the USFS.  
Barb anticipates organizing another 
volunteer day earlier in next summer’s 
season so stay tuned!    

Many thanks again to the volunteers!  
Please consider joining in next time, as 
it was a lot of fun!! 

 
Franc Giustino, Alison Davis, Chandra Stevens, and Richard 
Jenness 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Luke and Barb Andrews 
 

 

Volunteer Trail Crew Photos Courtesy Barb Andrews 

 
          

Alison Davis and Bill Cady  
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  Cabin Fee Act – What it means to Silver Lake 

The SLHOA Board asked Ranger Megan Mullowney, District Resource Officer (Recreation and Lands), to highlight 
the Cabin Fee Act (CFA) from the perspective of the Forest Service.  Many of you may have met her at the July 
general meeting. In the article that follows, Ranger Mullowney does that and more.  Her article provides an articulate 
summary of what the Forest Service will do with this new legislation.  On behalf of the board I extend my thanks and 
appreciation for her service, availability, and responsiveness. 

Gerry Wood 

“Recently, we’ve been receiving a lot of calls from recreation residence permit holders with questions about transfer 
fees, placing permits into trusts, and the establishment of the Cabin Fee Act tier groups.  Unfortunately, we in the field 
are still waiting for word from our Washington Office on the status of the tier groups.  My staff and I share your anxiety 
over the establishment of the tier groupings as this is something that must be done prior to issuing 2016’s 
bills.  Moreover, it will dictate what credits and balances are assigned to 2015’s bills as CFA is retroactive (credits 
from 2014 will be applied to 2015).  Generally, National Forest units aim to issue recreation residence bills in 
December.  This leaves my staff and I just a couple of months to update rent sheets in our special uses database, 
correct bills issued in 2015, and issue new bills for 2016 based on the new tier groups.  As soon as I receive an update 
from our Regional Office on the status of the tier groups and updated recreation residence policy reflecting the new 
CFA legislation, I will let the Silver Lake Homeowner’s Association know. 

In the meantime, I strongly encourage permit holders to read the new Cabin Fee Act, which can be found by doing a 
web search for “Cabin Fee Act 2014” or by visiting the following link: 
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hr5476/text. 

The Act does authorize the Agency to establish a $1,200 fee for the issuance of a new recreation residence permit 
due to a change of ownership.  To date, the Lassen National Forest has not been provided any updated direction from 
our Regional Office on how this transfer fee will be applied and when it will go into effect.  Our last indication from our 
Regional Office on the status of transfer fees was that these fees will not be charged until regulations and policy are 
published.  Although this could be as soon as January 1, 2016, that process could potentially take months or more. 

I understand many holders would like to avoid the potential for a $1,200 transfer fee and are seeking to have their 
special use permits reissued to a trust prior to the implementation of the transfer fee.  In other cases, holders are 
concerned about continuity between family members and who will assume responsibility for the recreation residence 
permit when the current holder passes away.  My staff and I are not able to advise you on whether or not to place 
your recreation residence in a trust and as such, recommend that holders consult their own legal counsel on whether 
placing a recreation residence into a trust is the right decision for you and your families.  Ultimately, Forest Service 
policy allows us to issue a recreation residence permit to either an individual, a husband and wife, or a trust with ONE 
designated representative.   

In order to process this sort of a request, as with any change in ownership, the Forest Service will need documentation 
from the County such as a deed that reflects the change in ownership (and responsibility for the possessory interest 
tax) as well as a copy of the trust.  Please remember that the special use permit is not property and therefore cannot 
be “transferred” in a will or trust to someone else.  Rather, the privately-owned improvements on National Forest 
System lands (e.g., the cabin and outbuildings) are what can be transferred in ownership.  Per Forest Service policy, 
the permit can only be issued to an entity that can demonstrate ownership (not necessarily full ownership; co-
ownership is also valid).  If the current holder passes away, a legal will or trust can be helpful tools in establishing who 
will be the next designated holder.  In all cases, however, whether a trust or will exists, the Forest Service needs two 
items to reissue a special use permit when the holder has passed away:  proof of ownership and a death certificate.   

Hopefully this helps clarify our permit issuance processes and the status of CFA and its tier groups and transfer 
fees.  If permit holders are still unsure or need additional information, they should feel free to contact me at (530) 258-
5165 or mcmullowney@fs.fed.us.” 

 

Megan Mullowney 
District Resource Officer (Recreation and Lands) 
Forest Service  
Lassen National Forest, Almanor Ranger District 

 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hr5476/text
mailto:mcmullowney@fs.fed.us
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Treasurer’s Report  

As the 2015 season comes to an end, the SLHOA (“Association”) has collected 96% of the 2016 Fiscal 
Year (May 2015 – April 2016) budgeted revenues. Forty-eight of 53 Permit Holders have paid their dues, 
and we have 75 registered Associate Members. I would like to personally thank those who have paid 
their dues, and remind any Permit Holder who has not paid to get their dues in as soon as possible. 
We still have six (6) months remaining in the 2016 Fiscal Year and need the outstanding dues along 
with current operating funds to meet the Association’s obligations for this season and to stay on track 
for a break-even year.  

As of this writing, the SLHOA has cash and savings in the amount of $12,657. Revenues collected to 
date total $24,133, and we have incurred $20,843 in expenses, leaving $3,290 to finish out the fiscal 
year. It is anticipated that the Association will be incurring an additional $4,400 in operating costs through 
fiscal year end, which without any additional revenues will put the Association into a loss position. As 
you can see the payment of the outstanding Permit Holder dues will have direct impact on the final year 
end results.   

Erik A. Foraker 

 Fire Restrictions and California Campfire Permit Requirements 
 
US Forest Service Ranger, Megan Mullowney has further updated the SLHOA regarding campfire permit 
requirements. 
 
At this time, a valid California Campfire Permit is required when operating outdoor BBQ’s, stoves and 
campfires on recreation residence lots. Permits can be obtained for free at 
http://www.preventwildfireca.org/Campfire-Permit/.  They can also be obtained at any USFS, CDF, or 
BLM office and are good until the end of the calendar year of issue. 
 
Ranger Mullowney hopes to review requirements with other staff this winter.  This may or may not result 
in a policy change.  The SLHOA Board will provide an update when we have more information. 
 

Ken Kendall 
 

Annual Water Test Results 
 
This year, we found the levels of coliform bacteria are much higher than the past 10 plus years. There 
is no way to know the cause for sure. It could be that the heavy rainfall events this summer washed soil 
and debris into the water and the numbers are "real". (Coliform bacteria is a type that is frequently 
present in soil.)     

I plan to run another test next spring and get the sample into the lab on the same day. The Board does 
not necessarily feel that the test results mean that Silver Lake has suddenly become “contaminated,” 
but a retest next year will confirm these results.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact me. 
 

Scott Carroll 
 

 

http://www.preventwildfireca.org/Campfire-Permit/
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SILVER LAKE SOCIAL EVENTS 
The Board of Directors sincerely thanks all hosts and 
attendees of the July and September social events for their 
generous donations of food, beverages and dollars that 
offset the cost of financing these events.  Your continuing 
support helps to maintain our expenses at the lowest 
possible level. 

Next SLHOA Meeting, Sunday, July 3, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. 
Social Event at TBD 

SLHOA Board of Directors 

 

SILVER WEAR ORDERS 
Order your favorite Silver wearables 
by contacting Kim Andrews at 
skandrews@earthlink.net or by phone 
(707) 337-2987 for an order form!   

 
 

SLHOA Board of Directors 
Alan Siemer, President  Cabin #30  grizz51dad@yahoo.com 
Erik Foraker, Treasurer  Cabin #23  eforaker@mindspring.com 
Barb Andrews, Acting Secretary Cabin #17  bandrews@calacademy.org 
Curt Moulton, President Emeritus Cabin #20  President Emeritus, moulton23@comcast.net 
Scott Carroll    Cabin # 19  scottoutandabout@yahoo.com 
Richard Jenness   Cabin #16  rgjenness@sbcglobal.net 
Ken Kendall    Cabin #44  kkendall3@charter.net 
Gerry Wood    Cabin #28  gwwood@comcast.net 
 

Please submit any and all contributions to newsletters to Barb Andrews at bandrews@calacademy.org, or you 
can phone me with questions at 415-264-1960. 

       Thanks!  

 

 

Chris Carpenter and his wife Amber   
Huston introduced their new little  
girl, Audrey Carpenter to Silver Lake 
for the first time (at 4 months) over 
this past Mother’s Day.  

Welcome, Audrey! Nice selfie with 
Mom and Dad!!                         

                                                                                                                     
             

mailto:skandrews@earthlink.net

